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Courageous In Context: 

1. Introduction 

Involvement in international mission and subsequent national and local ministries in New Zealand has 

allowed me to appreciate the breadth of God’s work and the way he invites and provides for us to be 

involved in what he is already doing – wherever, and whatever that might be.  It is amazing, and I am 

always blown away by all that’s happening, both on large and small scales.  God is good, He loves his 

people, and he definitely provides opportunities for anyone to come to him, to know him, to serve him. 

There are, however, I feel some distinctions between mission work overseas or cross culturally, and local 

church-based ministry.  Recognising I am making sweeping generalisations, the former tends to expect 

that ‘telling the story – the gospel’ is a given, and that flexibility and creativity are essential.  It is 

generally accepted that, as a result of a mission or missionary’s ministry, people will come to faith and 

new churches will be established which, in turn, have as a part of their DNA, a strong focus on sharing 

the Gospel.  It usually involves a (w)holistic approach to ministry with a high awareness of social 

injustices and often subsequent advocacy, and many times seems to demonstrate the more spectacular 

gifts such as miracles and healing.  That said, there are many instances when mission efforts seem to 

make no immediate difference, so seed sowing and intercessory prayer are held as indispensable to the 

core of mission work. 

The latter, local church-based ministry, has, on the whole, been faithful to preach the Word and provide 

opportunities for community activities and social services.  Here in New Zealand our early church 

parents started with a heart to establish a spiritual home alongside their new settlements and share the 

Gospel with those around them, be they whalers, politicians, Maori or traders.  There is evidence today 

that everywhere there was a new settlement, the Good News became central to its development, and 

preaching to the unconverted was a key to the community’s well-being.  Itinerant preaching was 

undertaken to reach the furthest parts of our country.  We have inherited the fruit of their ministries. 

 The Rev Thomas Burns writing to Captain William Cargill in 1844 concerning proposals for 

a Scots Church settlement in Otago: 

 

    " If it shall be God's will that we shall succeed in establishing this colony, I persuade myself that 

with His blessing attending us, we may be instrumental in planting down in these favoured islands 

a well ordered God fearing community that may stand in these remote regions a sample of the 

Kingdom of Christ which, like a light burning in a dark place, shall bear no indistinct testimony to 

the Truth."1 

Over the years and once the churches were firmly established in most parts of NZ, there seems to have 

been a lessening of zeal, or enthusiasm, for sharing God’s story – at least in the traditional 

denominations, of which we are one.  In fact, the combination of tradition and little or no emphasis on 

sharing the Good News for those outside of the church, alongside the strong and sure push-back from a 

secular society, the local traditional church has all but lost its voice.  There is still evidence of 

                                                           
1
 First Church, Dunedin – a plaque in memory of Dunedin’s founders, Rev Thomas Burns and Captain William Cargill 
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involvement in the community and a deep desire to help the disadvantaged and disenfranchised.  This is 

often, however, separate from the worshipping community, and it often feels like community trusts and 

programmes have become the story, as opposed to the Gospel being the story.   

I reiterate that both descriptions above are generalisations, and not true of every mission experience, 

nor every local church, nor indeed every individual.   

In both overseas/cross cultural and local mission, there are many commonalities, one being the call to 

all disciples, ‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ (Matthew 28: 

19, 20).  Verse 18 reminds us that the authority comes from Jesus; verses 19 & 20 remind us of the 

command Jesus gives us all; and verse 20 reminds us that Jesus is with us as we go.  Are these verses just 

for missionaries?  And if we have some missionaries that we support or have sent out, do we feel we are 

doing our job, albeit vicariously?  Or do we think that, apart from a few nations, the job has been done 

because there is a Christian church or presence in all but 4 nations: ‘The Christian Church is close to 

fulfilling the Lord’s command to go to every country and every tribe.  Only four countries in the world are 

without a Christian presence (Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Afghanistan and Maldives)2?  Have we forgotten that 

we live in a community who, for the most part, has yet to hear about repentance, forgiveness, and 

salvation through Jesus?  Have we forgotten that we also are commanded to go? 

Some statistics from my own church: that I know of, there have been 6 people come to faith in Jesus 

Christ as Saviour over the past 5 years, all women; where are the men?  We have had 4 adult and one 

infant baptisms; we have had about a dozen or so, mostly older folk, re-engage with their faith after 

years of not being part of a local church; we have had a number of Christians arrive from outside Paeroa, 

or from other churches; we have two ‘missional’ outreaches a month, the Church Morning Tea (mostly 

older folk) and Messy Church (mostly families and younger folk); we have a significant social presence in 

the community through the Paeroa Community Support Trust; we provide biblical teaching & training 

opportunities, with an emphasis on becoming spiritual leaders.  With all this we are still not seeing a 

consistent sharing of God’s story by the many, nor new people coming to faith.  Something, I believe, 

needs to change … 

As written by Paul to Timothy, a Pastor of the church in Ephesus with all its daily difficulties, opposition, 

theological disagreements, routines and personality problems (just like our own churches), ‘Preach the 

Word; … do the work of an evangelist …’ (2 Timothy 3: 16 – 4: 5) 

Why, I ask myself, are we in the PCANZ, on the whole, wimps, fearful, lacking courage, timid when it 

comes to actually taking a hold of these verses – perhaps not so much the preaching of the Word, but 

doing the work of an evangelist?  This is my contention, despite no doubt there being many who would 

prove it otherwise!  I started asking myself the question, what would happen if we (even a small group) 

started earnestly praying either or both of Peter and Paul’s prayers: 

                                                           
2
 Kurian, George Thomas, A Quick Look at Christian History, Eugene, Oregon, Harvest House Publishers, 2015, pg 

188 
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‘Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.  

Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant 

Jesus.’ (Acts 4: 29, 30) 

‘Pray for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 

known the mystery of the gospel for which I am an ambassador (in chains).  Pray that I may declare it 

fearlessly, as I should.’ (Ephesians 6: 19, 20) 

Given, both Peter and Paul had been in some frightening circumstances such as being ordered by 

authorities not to speak in Jesus’ name, or ending up in jail for declaring God’s word, their prayers were 

understandable.  Maybe our circumstances don’t require such courage or boldness!   Or maybe we have 

become lazy, compromised by what society demands, or just plain unconvinced in ourselves that 

salvation in Jesus is either necessary or can make a difference! 

I am surprised at times to find myself such a strong advocate for evangelism.  This is not my main gifting, 

nor has this directed what ministry I have been involved in, whether overseas or here in NZ.  I am, 

however, increasingly convinced that this is something to be re-ignited in me, my brothers and sisters in 

our local church & trust, and in our community … and beyond! 
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2. An Experience & Experiment in Prayer 

A few months ago I put out an invitation to anyone who wanted to be involved in a Prayer Experiment. 

With a combination of shoulder tapping and volunteering, there are 5 people presently involved in a 2-

month prayer experiment – which could develop into a much longer experience, and hopefully, extend 

to others as they hear some stories.  Here’s the outline: 

Courageous in Context 

Key Question:    What would happen to our ministry and mission if we were to pray either of the 

following into our own, and others’ lives? 

‘Enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.’  (Acts 4: 29b) 

‘Pray for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 

known the mystery of the Gospel for which I am an ambassador … Pray that I would declare it 

fearlessly, as I should.’  (Ephesians 6: 19, 20) 

Part 1: Prayer Experiment/Experience, with 3 – 6 participants 

Initial Interview Questions: 
a. Have you ever taken a verse of scripture, or a spiritual phrase, and prayed it into yours and/or 

others’ lives?  Describe your experience … 
b. Would you be willing to take part in a prayer experience / experiment?   
c. If your response is ‘yes’, what things will you put in place that will help persevere in this 

commitment? 
d. What forms have you seen ‘boldness, courage, fearlessness’ take place?   
e. Thinking of our culture and our church context, describe how, in what ways, you regularly see or 

experience ‘boldness, courage & fearlessness’? 
f. Do you think these characteristics serve a wider form than just speaking out The Good News?  

Explain … 
g. Who might be an example for you, who you might aspire to?  Why?   
h. What do you expect God might do?  What would you hope to see happen?  How do you feel about 

that? 
i. Any other comments … 
 
Record keeping: 
Keep a diary – includes date, whether or not the prayer has been prayed, any comments, changes noted, 
God revelations, books or sermons that speak into this, and especially anything significant … 

 

In the group of 5, four are from my church, one from another Paeroa denomination; four are women 

and one man; average age is around mid-60s; they are mature Christians with a known passion for 

prayer and a desire to see God at work through them, our churches and in our community.   

As much as I would have liked all our congregants and all the churches in Paeroa involved, I was aware 

that it is often better to start something practicable in the short term, and ‘taste and see that the Lord is 

good.’  We expect great things from God, and the present spark of interest to spread and become a 

flame and eventually a roaring fire like a rushing wind. 
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The participants’ starting times varied slightly with two starting mid-September, and the other 3 starting 

just before, or on the 1st October.  The explanations of what we were to do were straight forward as 

each is already committed to prayer and a desire to see God at work in and through us.    

Here’s a summary of the initial responses: 

a. Have you ever taken a verse of scripture, or a spiritual phrase, and prayed it into yours and/or 
others’ lives?  Describe your experience … 
All responded affirmatively, and that it had mostly been a good experience, especially in relation to 
family or a traumatic situation.  One mentioned that the last ‘experience’ like this hadn’t worked – 
at least as far as could be seen.  Most acknowledged that the commitment had faded, or only lasted 
a short time.   
There was agreement that previous experience would make a good basis for the upcoming 
experience, however. 

 
b. Would you be willing to take part in a prayer experience / experiment?   

A resounding Yes from all 5, although a certain hesitancy at the ability to maintain momentum after 
a period of time. 
 

c. If your response is ‘yes’, what things will you put in place that will help persevere in this 
commitment? 
Find a time of day that best suits; incorporate this into normal prayer practice; be disciplined; write 
daily in the diary. 
 

d. What forms have you seen ‘boldness, courage, fearlessness’ take place?   
Mainly associated with those in social justice (counter-cultural, protest marches), or politics (tough 
skin); the Underground during the war; a local Maori evangelist who preaches on Paeroa streets; 
adventurers, like Sir Edmund Hilary; Mother Teresa …  
There were plenty of responses, however a good question was asked by one in regard the 
underground resistance: “Would I have done that?”  Is this what being bold is, resistance against the 
status quo, the culture, or socially accepted norms? 
 

e. Thinking of our culture and our church context, describe how, in what ways, you regularly see or 
experience ‘boldness, courage & fearlessness’? 
On the whole, there was a decided lack of evidence of boldness when it comes to speaking about 
our faith; 
Some of our Church and Trust people in the face of social injustices, are bold, but mostly in 
association with their jobs; preachers, not being afraid to ask the hard questions; 
There was a common concern that boldness is not a part of our church culture, but with the 
attending question, ‘Am I guilty of this?’ 
 

f. Do you think these characteristics serve a wider form than just speaking out The Good News?  
Explain … 
Yes, in prayer and social concerns – boldness is wider than just speaking.   
In the context of speaking: Concern that the (faith/church) language used doesn’t ‘fit’ the situation; 
go into default position, and defer to the minister. 
What have I got to share, what does my own story sound like? 
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g. Who might be an example for you, who you might aspire to?  Why? 
Mother Teresa, Bonhoeffer, my spiritual mother, well known TV and/or Radio preachers/teachers 
(Dr. David Jeremiah, Dr. Charles Stanley, Joyce Meyer) … a number of people were mentioned. 
 

h. What do you expect God might do?  What would you hope to see happen?  How do you feel about 
that? 
God may use me more; I expect to actually speak out my faith when the opportunity arises; need to 
push a bit further, be less fearful, would like to conquer my fears. 

 
i. Any other comments … 

Just do it! 
 
There was a definite commitment from all 5 to participate fully, and a reasonably high level of 
expectation as to how things might evolve.   
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3. What is this Message, then, that we are to share boldly? 

So what is it that we need to speak out?  Or, at the least, demonstrate?  What was the message that 

Peter and Paul preached?  Does their context as opposed to ours, make a difference in what the core 

message should be?   

I will take these questions in reverse order … 

Although we are centuries removed from the early church, or indeed the reformation church, not just in 

time, but in language and cultural expression, the core message, I believe, remains the same.  While we 

have the benefits of centuries of theological rumination, debate and documentation, the focus for the 

early Christians was that God sent his son, Jesus, who died on the cross for our sins, and was raised 

again by the power of God, ascended to the right hand of God, intercedes for us and sent the Holy Spirit 

as comforter and guide, and Jesus is coming again.  We have the creeds they produced that have stood 

up to centuries of scrutiny and debate with very little, if any, change.  Apart from some distinctive 

cultural nuances our own Kupu Whakapono3 follows the core beliefs of the historical Christian Church. 

Within the early church, Peter and Paul used the scriptures extensively to demonstrate that this Jesus 

was the one who had been foretold, and that they themselves had been witnesses to something beyond 

their comprehension – that is, God raised Jesus from the dead and Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the 

way for repentance, of salvation and new beginnings … 

‘But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him.’ Acts 2: 24 

‘Seeing what was ahead, he (David) spoke of the resurrection of Christ, that he was not abandoned to 

the grave, nor did his body see decay.  God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the 

fact.  Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 

poured out what you now see and hear.  For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “The Lord 

said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’”  Therefore, let 

all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.’ (Acts 2: 

31 – 36) 

‘Now brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 

you have taken your stand.  By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  

Otherwise you have believed in vain.  For what I received I passed onto you as of first importance: that 

Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day, according to the scriptures and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve …’ (1 Corinthians 

15: 1 – 5).  In this same chapter Paul continues to speak of the resurrection and its centrality to our faith. 

The context may have been different at different times, but whether it was Peter preaching boldly to a 

crowd of mainly Jews on the day of Pentecost, or Paul boldly sharing his story through testimony and 

use of the scriptures on his travels, we read the same message.  In this way people like the crowd at 

                                                           
3
 http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/news-archive/kupu-whakapono General Assembly 2010 approved 

a contemporary confession of faith, called Kupu Whakapono, as a new subordinate standard. 

http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/publications/news-archive/kupu-whakapono
http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/statements-of-faith/confession-of-faith-previously-known-as-the-focal-identity-statement
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Pentecost, or King Agrippa, or Lydia, or Priscilla and Aquila, or fellow prisoners listening to songs of 

praise, all heard the good news.  Each was told the story and heard about repentance, baptism and 

receiving the Holy Spirit; each responded by believing, repenting, receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit and 

power from on high – or not. 

I miss the fervour and urgency of the churches I was involved with in Latin America.  It did not occur to 

them to not preach the gospel and give a defence of their faith.  Church planting is a high priority, in fact 

when I was there in the 1980s the church in Peru was growing about 10% a year, and this after existing 

for well over a 100 years and with active terrorism making life very difficult.  In Ecuador the churches I 

was involved with in the slums, with minimal resources and with people working 6 or 7 days a week to 

survive, still found the time to hold all night prayer vigils to pray for the lost, and travel long distances on 

2 or 3 buses to hold evangelistic outreaches and plant new churches.  I was often amazed and 

challenged by their faith – these folk were, and continue to be, bold.   

For many years on my bookshelf I had two books by Paul E. Little called Know What You Believe and 

Know Why You Believe – these are now available as e-books4.  With apologies to the author, it has been 

the titles that have been key for me over these years.  Know what you believe – I have to ask the 

question as to whether our church today is clear as to what it actually believes about the Good News, 

and more importantly, can it articulate it?  Secondly, if we do know and can articulate the core message 

of salvation through Jesus Christ, do we realise why we have this message?  Is it just for ourselves, or is it 

something we should be sharing?  The answer is obvious and we are all familiar with Matthew 28: 16 – 

20, to meet with Jesus and worship him, and to then follow his instructions, to go … 

The key difference between the early church and its exponential growth, and a mission experience and 

the focus on going and preaching the good news, and our very settled and comfortable church today in 

New Zealand, is, I believe, a lack of belief and, if we do believe the message, a lack of courage and 

boldness in obeying God’s word.  Jesus Christ is the same; the message is the same; we are the missing 

link.   

Maybe it is time to repent of these somewhat significant sins!   

  

                                                           
4
 Little, Paul E, Know What You Believe, (Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 1970) … 

https://www.amazon.com/Know-What-Believe-Paul-Little-ebook/dp/B001HL0E9I ; Know Why You Believe, 
(Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, 1967) … https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Believe-Paul-Little-
ebook/dp/B001C35K04  

https://www.amazon.com/Know-What-Believe-Paul-Little-ebook/dp/B001HL0E9I
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Believe-Paul-Little-ebook/dp/B001C35K04
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Believe-Paul-Little-ebook/dp/B001C35K04
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4. The Gospel Through Social Service & Advocacy: Being Bold?  Or Evasion? 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ (Luke 4: 18 – 19) 

‘I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me … Whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did for me.’  (Matthew 25: 35, 36 & 40).  See also James 2: 14 – 20 

‘This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on 

him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with 

actions and in truth.’  (1 John 3: 16 – 18)  

In the early church, preaching the gospel included provision for the poor, orphans and widows, and was 

often accompanied with signs and wonders, miracles and healings.  Sometimes people came to faith 

before experiencing healing – or not; others experienced miracles and then came to faith – or not.  

Either way the disciples preached the Good News and allowed the power of the Holy Spirit to work in 

and through them – the Book of Acts gives us plenty of insight of courage in context, and the church 

grew and expanded because of their boldness in both word and deed.  They were convinced of their 

message! 

Through the ages people have stood up for what is right in the name of Christ.  A few months ago I read 

a novel from the local library, called ‘The Invention of Wings’ by Sue Monk Kid.  It was based on fact and 

used a lot of material written by those involved in the story - Sarah and Angelina Grimke.  These sisters 

were brought up in Charleston by parents who owned a plantation and were influential in society, and 

who owned slaves, as was the norm.  From an early age Sarah abhorred both the treatment and 

ownership of slaves, and was excommunicated from her church and family for her counter-cultural 

boldness.  She moved north and became a Quaker and was heavily involved in the advocacy of 

abolishing slavery.  Angelina joined her older sister and the two of them wrote extensively, travelled and 

spoke in public against slavery, even giving a well-received, two-hour presentation before the 

Massachusetts’ Legislature.   

“I stand before you as a southerner, exiled from the land of my birth by the sound of the lash, and the 

piteous cry of the slave … I stand before you as a moral being … and as a moral being I feel that I owe 

it to the suffering slave, and to the deluded master, to my country and the world to do all that I can to 

overturn a system of complicated crimes built up upon the broken hearts and prostrate bodies of my 

countrymen in chains, and cemented by the blood and sweat and tears of my sisters in bonds.”5 

                                                           
5
https://books.google.co.nz/books?id=ujQRBAAAQBAJ&pg=PT4&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=false  

 

https://books.google.co.nz/books?id=ujQRBAAAQBAJ&pg=PT4&source=gbs_selected_pages&cad=2#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Angelina married Theodore Dwight Weld, a Congregational Minister, also deeply involved in the 

abolition of slavery.  "I am deliberately, earnestly, solemnly, with my whole heart and soul and mind and 

strength, " he wrote in 1830, "for the immediate, universal, and total abolition of slavery." 6 

Sarah writes in one of her articles, ‘I am reminded of what a slave once said to his master, a Methodist 

minister.  The slaveholder enquired, “How did you like my sermon today?”  “Very good, master, but it did 

not preach me free.”7 

Sarah and Angelina were also feminists and Sarah’s writings are fascinating reading.  There is an e-Book 

Letters on the equality of the sexes and the condition of women (Sarah Moore Grimke, addressed to 

Mary S Parker [President of the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society]) Boston, published by Isaac Knapp, 

Cornhill, 1838.8 

These ordinary ladies were, with absolute courage and conviction, counter-cultural.  There is plenty of 

material about them in books and on the internet, and I nearly found myself re-thinking what I would 

have as my study leave topic!  Their belief in Christ brought them into a place of boldness in social 

justice.  

On the mission field and certainly in many parts of the world, the church still experiences the life and 

salvation of Christ through word and deed.  After years of being involved in Theological Education by 

Extension I was re-directed by God to a different country and context. I came face to face with incredible 

need because of poverty, lack of employment, epidemics & pandemics, natural disasters and chronic 

illnesses such as HIV/AIDS.  It became my privilege to minister through each of these areas alongside 

churches in the slums, and see how the power of the gospel brought many to Christ because of a 

combination of preaching, advocacy, helping and holding people in the midst of incredible difficulties 

and disasters.  I saw 6 churches planted as a result of ministry through social service and advocacy.  

Credit for most of this process goes to my national colleagues, but as mentioned above, their service 

was never apart from sharing the Good News, but a part of the gospel.  Sharing testimonies while 

people waited to see a doctor, or giving out bibles and tracts, or holding evangelistic services outside, as 

well as constant prayer … these were integral to helping with any physical needs. 

Some facts about the Paeroa Community Support Trust: we employ 9 people working out of two 

centres, the Hauraki Resource Centre (also the Church office) and the Carehouse; our vision is to serve 

people in our community and beyond, and includes services to children, youth, families and older 

people; we have 25 different services, and to name a few, Food and Furniture banks, budgeting, OSCAR, 

Kids can Cook, Volunteer Drivers, Toy Library, Community Bus, Holiday Programmes and an annual Day 

Camp for up to 180 kids and another 50 teen and adult volunteers …; there is an average of 30,000 

contacts each year (obviously, many of them repeat), by visit & phone; we have partnerships with 

Government Departments (regional and national), Hospitals, other Community groups, Maori, and many 

                                                           
6
 http://biography.yourdictionary.com/theodore-dwight-weld  

7
 https://archive.org/stream/lettersonequalit00grimrich#page/4/mode/2up Letters on the equality of the sexes and the 

condition of women (Sarah Moore Grimke, addressed to Mary S Parker [President of the Boston Female Anti-
Slavery Society]) Boston, published by Isaac Knapp, Cornhill, 1838; Letter 7, pg 41-42 
8
 https://archive.org/stream/lettersonequalit00grimrich#page/4/mode/2up 

http://biography.yourdictionary.com/theodore-dwight-weld
https://archive.org/stream/lettersonequalit00grimrich#page/4/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/lettersonequalit00grimrich#page/4/mode/2up
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more; many church folk are involved in the various activities, some are staff, and the Board is mostly 

made up of folk from ours or other churches, some community-minded folk, all passionate about serving 

our community. 

Many of our churches in New Zealand have community outreaches and Trusts.  My church in Paeroa has 

a very successful Trust with high impact in the community, and indeed this was a major factor in my 

coming to minister in Paeroa.  Despite the many amazing things happening in and through our Trust, 

there is still a significant disconnect in how, where and when the Good News is shared.  This is a general 

statement as there are some programmes that lend themselves much more easily to sharing, as well as 

some folk being quite proactive about sharing their faith. 

This said, I wonder how proactive, how bold, we are.  Or are we acting out of a default position, are we 

substituting programmes in church buildings for the Good News in the hope they bring about the 

spiritual connections?  Evidence suggests we are slow to share the Good News; sadly, it appears we 

might be blind to the opportunities and not bold enough to take them if & when we do recognise them 

… 
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5. A Glance through History 

Standing before the Sanhedrin and after being instructed to not speak in Jesus’ name, Peter and John 

declared, ‘Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God.  For we 

cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ (Acts 4: 19 – 20); 

And again before the Sanhedrin, in Acts 5: 29 – 32, ‘We must obey God rather than men!  The God of our 

fathers raised Jesus from the dead – whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.  God exalted him to his 

right hand as Prince and Saviour that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.  We are 

witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.’ 

‘We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  For he received honour and glory from God the 

Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased.”  We ourselves heard this voice from heaven when we were with him on the 

sacred mountain.’  (2 Peter 1: 16 – 18) 

The Good News, forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death on the cross, salvation and new life through 

faith in Jesus, is something that the disciples witnessed - saw with their own eyes, and heard with their 

own ears - and also what they witnessed about - spoke to all around them with conviction that this 

message could bring salvation to others.  The disciples both witnessed and proclaimed the risen Christ.   

It is said that no-one can argue against what someone shares from personal experience.  The listener 

can disagree, oppose, persecute, imprison, kill, or maybe even believe – and all this happened to the 

early disciples.  Whatever happens doesn’t change the truth of what was seen and heard and 

experienced by the witnesses.  ‘When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.’ 

(John 15: 13). 

The early church grew because of the witness and proclamation of what had been seen and heard.  The 

early church spread because the Holy Spirit set apart a few and they were obedient to go, suffer and die 

for their faith.  The early church fathers wrote to encourage and enable the church to be firmly 

grounded in Christ, and theologians studied, discussed, disagreed and decided on the core beliefs that 

have come down to us through the centuries. 

When the Reformation came about, it was not to disagree with the core gospel story; rather it was to 

reframe the story apart from the traditions and customs that had grown up and away from that which 

was salvation in Jesus.  As an example, Martin Luther, already a lawyer and priest of the Catholic 

tradition, himself became convicted through Romans 1: 16 – 17, ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel 

because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentiles.  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from 

first to last, just as it is written: “the righteous will live by faith.” ’ His battle for change was to bring back 

the centrality of Christ, as opposed to the many traditions, and his message was that salvation is by 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Another example are the Wesley brothers who were brought up in the church, their father being an 

Anglican minister and their mother being a faithful Christian and prayer warrior.  Their career path took 

both of them into the ministry and to the New World as missionaries.  Here’s John’s testimony … 
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‘While sailing for England, Wesley wrote in his Journal: "I went to America to convert the Indians! But 

Oh! Who shall convert me?" In England a young Moravian pastor, Peter Boehler, challenged John as to 

whether he possessed saving faith. John responded that he only had a "fair, summer religion", not true 

faith. Wesley asked whether he should not abandon preaching altogether.  Boehler responded: "By no 

means. Preach faith until you have it; and then, because you have it, you will preach faith." John took 

Peter Boehler's advice to heart and began energetically to preach the Doctrine of Justification by Faith 

Alone. However, by May 1738, his enthusiastic preaching had alienated the establishment and he was 

banned from 9 churches.’ 9 

I wonder whether we, in our post-modern kiwi society, might be like Wesley, convinced about our 

church worship and attendance, and even active within our churches/communities, and doing all in the 

Lord’s name and for his glory.  But are we convicted yet about telling the story?!  Maybe we have not 

yet shared the story sufficiently for it to grab a hold of us in such a way that we, like Peter and John 

’cannot help but share what we have seen and heard.’  Maybe, like John Wesley, we are living a ‘fair, 

summer religion’ rather than a faith-full conviction of salvation through Jesus Christ that brings freedom 

and new beginnings. 

  

                                                           
9
 Dr Peter Hammond, Reformation Society, http://www.reformationsa.org/index.php/history/270-john-and-charles-wesley-

evangelists-extraordinary  

http://www.reformationsa.org/index.php/history/270-john-and-charles-wesley-evangelists-extraordinary
http://www.reformationsa.org/index.php/history/270-john-and-charles-wesley-evangelists-extraordinary
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6. A Theological Perspective 

In their book, Constants in Context, a Theology of Mission For Today, Stephen Bevans and Roger 

Schroeder outline 3 types of theology, which they (very originally) call Type A, Type B and Type C.  They 

further put forward 6 sub-categories, namely Christology, Ecclesiology, Eschatology, Salvation, 

Anthropology and Culture.  I include here their table outline found on page 37 of this book, as it helps 

clarify their hypothesis of constants: 

 Type A Theology Type B Theology Type C Theology 

Origin Carthage Alexandria Antioch 

Culture Roman Hellenistic Near Eastern 

Key Figure Tertullian Origen Irenaeus 

Key Word Law Truth History 

Trajectory Augustine 

Anselm of Canterbury 

Aquinas 

Protestant Orthodoxy 

Fundamentalism 

Neo-Thomism (based on 

Thomas Aquinas) 

Abelard 

Schliermacher 

Liberal Protestanism 

Mohler 

Lonergan 

Rahner 

Francis of Assisi 

Early Luther 

Wesley 

Barth 

Teilhard de Chardin 

Gutierrez 

    

Christology Person: High 

 

 

Redemption: satisfaction 

Exclusive 

Person: 

Premodern: High 

Modern: Low 

Redemption: exemplar 

model 

Inclusive / modified 

pluralist 

Person: Low 

 

 

Redemption: Liberation 

 

Inclusive / moderate 

pluralist 

Ecclesiology Institutional Model Mystical communion; 

sacrament 

Herald / servant 

Eschatology Futurist 

Individual 

Realized 

Individual 

Inaugurated 

Historical 

Salvation Spiritual Premodern: spiritual 

illumination 

Modern: holistic 

Holistic 

Anthropology Negative 

Hierarchical 

Positive Premodern: 

Hierarchical 

Modern: equality 

Positive Premodern: less 

hierarchical 

Modern: equality 

Culture Premodern: classicist 

Modern: empirical 

Counter-cultural or 

translation models 

Premodern: classicist 

Modern: empirical 

Anthropological model 

Premodern: classicist 

Modern: empirical praxis 

or moderate counter-

cultural models 

Figures in Mission Frances Xavier 

William Carey 

Cyril and Methodius 

(missionaries to the Slavs) 

Matteo Ricci (Jesuits) 

East Syrian Monks 

Francis of Assisi 

Liberation theologians 
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Max Warren (CMS) 

John Mbiti (African 

Anglican Priest) 

 

Living in Latin America from early 1980-2003 provided me with a deep appreciation for Liberation 

Theology - it was interesting living in that context while this theology developed from a very hands-on 

struggle, and being able to read writers such as Gustavo Gutierrez and Samuel Escobar who provided a 

theological frame for what was happening.  What most people in the West don’t always grasp is that 

there was, at least initially, a lot of violence, with priests and church leaders providing a voice for the 

community in the fight for justice and change for the poor and marginalised.  The film Romero 

demonstrates very clearly this fight. 

Initially Liberation Theology was a Catholic movement but now crosses any denominational lines with a 

reclaiming of the gospel story.  Liberation is about freedom – and this theology influences mission to 

and in Latin America.  Escobar’s article, “Beyond Liberation Theology: Evangelical Missiology in Latin 

America,”10 is a good read and reflects the discussions during the early 1980s as the area began to come 

to terms with a theology of culture, social & political realities, including marxism, the history of 

Christianity and its affect in Latin America, and how evangelical mission can bring about freedom – while 

keeping Scripture central.   

It wasn’t until I was back in New Zealand that I started appreciating more Type B theology and reading 

some of its authors.  I have enjoyed journeying more into mysticism and have become more 

contemplative and finding space for the resting of the soul.  I have studied the pros and cons of inclusion 

of all faiths as pathways to God. 

I certainly believe that all people are loved by God and that he desires all to come to him.  I find it more 

difficult, however, to understand that there are many pathways apart from Jesus Christ.  Maybe this is 

my upbringing, but my sense is that the gospel of repentance, faith and salvation gets watered down by 

trying to accommodate everyone’s understanding of God.  I am happy to be wrong! 

Like many of us I was brought up with Type A theology, but have over the years absorbed many aspects 

and cross-overs from each of the Types outlined above.  At the risk of isolating any who identify more 

with either of the other theological categories, I would, however, suggest that it is a Type A Theology 

that has threaded its way through mission outreach over the centuries, and that it is in the encounter 

with God’s grace through Christ, the Messiah, Saviour, Lover of our souls, that we find new life and 

salvation.  I believe it is in being bold in telling this story that brings about growth in God’s church.  

                                                           
10

 http://www.internationalbulletin.org/issues/1982-03/1982-03-ibmr.pdf - Samuel Escobar, International Bulletin, 
Vol 6. No 3, July 1982; pg 108 - 114 

http://www.internationalbulletin.org/issues/1982-03/1982-03-ibmr.pdf
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7. A Theological Perspective for Today 

‘Mission is the people of God intentionally crossing barriers 

from church to non-church, faith to non-faith, 

to proclaim by word and deed 

the coming kingdom if God in Jesus Christ; 

this task is achieved by means of the church’s participation in God’s mission 

of reconciling people to God, to themselves, to each other, and to the world, 

And gathering them into the church through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 

by the work of the Holy Spirit 

with a view to the transformation of the world 

as a sign of the coming of the kingdom in Jesus Christ.” 11 

There are several books on my shelves that speak about re-framing our expressions of church especially 

in this post-modern context.  As a part of this study leave, I browsed through them, reminding myself of 

how simple the message is, how complex we think our contexts are, and how lacking in courage we are.  

I am reminded of a response to a question at a workshop on evangelism - ‘Just do it’.     

Anyway, one of the books I re-read was Ray S. Anderson’s book, ‘An Emergent Theology for Emerging 

Churches.’  The chapter headings help remind the reader that the focus is God and his salvation, not our 

human interpretations of what that means.  ‘The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.’ (1 Thess 

5: 24) 

The basis of Anderson’s book is a comparison between the church at Jerusalem, where, for example, 

there was debate as to whether or not the Jewish laws applied to the gentile Christians, and how.  And 

the Antioch church, which is described as being prayer focused and open to the Spirit’s guidance, which 

we know culminated in the Antioch church being a sending church with a mission focus.  Both brought 

aspects of body-life and needed each other.  

‘Emerging churches exist in the centre of a continuum between gospel and world mission.  In this way the 

church cannot be the church simply by encasing the gospel in its liturgical practice, nor can the church be 

the church by defining itself solely by mission, without accountability to the gospel.’ 12(pg 180) 

So, just a couple of chapter examples … 

It’s about Christ, not just Christology:  Jesus asks the question, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’  

‘Emerging churches should continue to recite the creed, but their life depends on a personal knowledge 

of Christ, not just having an orthodox Christology … I fear that one can recite the creed without ever 

answering the question, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ 13 

                                                           
11

 Van Engan, Charles E, God’s Missionary People: Rethinking the Purpose of the Local Church, Baker House 
Company, 1991 
12

 Anderson, Ray S.  An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches, Oxford: Bible Reading Fellowship, 2007, pg 180 
13

 Ibid; pg 45 
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When Saul ‘met’ Jesus on the road to Damascus, he asked, ‘Who are you Lord?’  This question led Saul 

to believe that Jesus was the Christ – his faith journey began with the resurrected and ascended Lord, 

the one who lives.  Paul preached Christ first because this was who he came to know; the how and what 

that meant were secondary questions. 

It’s about Mission, not just Ministry:  Anderson speaks about the ‘What’s in it for me?’ syndrome, 

which, quoting Brian McLaren, turns the church into a ‘purveyor of religious goods and services designed 

to keep its own members from shopping around for a church that ‘meets my needs better.’14 (pg 175) 

Some of this chapter’s sub-titles are helpful in understanding the relationship between church and 

mission … ‘Mission Leads, Ministry Follows’; ‘Where Mission Leads, the Church Emerges’; and 

‘Redefining Mission: It’s about seeking Justice, Not Only Saving Souls.’  This could be seen as a circle, but 

going around and around the same circle might end up just being an end in itself.  A spiral approach, 

however, suggests that if the already founded and grounded church, takes a hold of mission and social 

justice and moves outside its walls, then mission will often emerge as church … which in its turn, is 

involved in mission and justice … and so on. 

Here, in comfortable New Zealand, I see the church worshipping and preaching the Word.  And I see 

church-associated community groups.  But it is rare to see these being closely associated with the 

testimonies that teach, encourage and speak out the gospel.  Where are the folk who ‘cannot help but 

speak out what they have seen and heard?’  We are called to be witnesses, and my understanding of the 

word witness, is that they speak out about what the eyes have seen, what the ears have heard and what 

has been experienced.  I think it’s time for us to break out of this circle of tradition, routine and 

programmes, and become a dynamic, active, believing and bold Body of Christ, in the world, and moving 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Years ago I heard a message about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead (something Anderson wrote 

triggered my memory).  While I can’t recall the various points made, I have pondered over the years that 

(a) we, church, might well be dead and very smelly in our beautiful tombs / buildings; (b) Jesus may be 

calling us to come outside where there is life; (c) when / if we decide to respond to God’s voice calling us 

outside, there are probably things, like tradition and things like meetings, and especially our mouths (!!), 

that bind us and which we need to have unbound; (d) Jesus instructs those already outside to do the 

unbinding.  

 

 

  

                                                           
14

 Anderson, Ray S.  An Emergent Theology for Emerging Churches, Oxford: Bible Reading Fellowship, 2007, pg 175 
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8. A Practical Theology 

I was interested to find out what today’s society might consider as ‘being bold’.  The first attempt at 

googling this, came up with pages of bald people!!  Mmmmm, and yes, my spelling was correct for the 

search …  Anyway, here’s a combination of definitions from various dictionaries: 

Of a person, action, or idea - showing a willingness to take risks; confident and courageous; 

Not hesitating or fearful in the face of actual danger or rebuff; courageous, daring; 

Not hesitating to break the rules of propriety; 

Beyond the usual limits of conventional thought or action, imaginative; 

Synonyms: daring, intrepid, courageous, brave, valiant, fearless, unafraid, undaunted 

For me, this study has identified a sticking point for our churches today, namely that, although we may 

have personal knowledge of God’s saving grace through Jesus Christ, and we are gifted with the Holy 

Spirit, we have been largely noncompliant with Jesus’ instruction to us to go and share the gospel with 

others.  Perhaps there is ‘hesitation and fear in the face of rebuff?’   

Unlike the courageous ones as written about in Scripture (Joshua, David, Jeremiah, Peter, John and Paul 

to name just a few) we seem to lack the key characteristic of boldness.  So here’s a practical framework 

for us: 

 The Practicalities of Being Bold Paul, as Example 
‘Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ.’ 

 (1 Corinthians 11: 1) 

1 Know whose you are, and who you are 2 Timothy 1: 12 ‘I know whom I have believed …’ 

1 Timothy 1: 12 – 17; ‘I am the worst of sinners … 

the grace of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly …’ 

2 Timothy 1: 1, 11; ‘I am an apostle, herald, 

teacher…’;  

Romans 15: 15-16 - I am a minister of Jesus Christ 

to the Gentiles …’ 

2 Know the message of the gospel 1 Cor 15: 1-4 – ‘that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the 3rd day according to the 

Scriptures …’ 

3 Have clear priorities Acts 16: 6-10 – ‘After Paul had seen the vision, we 

got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, 

concluding that God had called us to preach the 

gospel to them.’ 

4 Speak up Acts 14: 1-7 – ‘Paul and Barnabas spent 

considerable time there, speaking boldly for the 

Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by 
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enabling them to do miraculous signs and 

wonders.’ 

5 Accept and acknowledge failure Acts 15: 36-40 – ‘Barnabas wanted to take John 

Mark with them, but Paul did not think it wise to 

take him, because he had deserted them in 

Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 

the work.’ 

2 Tim 4: 11 – ‘Get Mark and bring him with you, 

because he is helpful to me in my ministry.’ 

6 Recognise opportunities and rejoice in small 

or unexpected advances 

Acts 28: 7-10 – ‘He welcomed us to his home … his 

father was sick in bed … Paul went in to see him 

and after prayer place his hands on him and 

healed him … the rest of the sick on the island 

came and were cured …’ 

7 Build momentum, pass it on 2 Tim 2: 2 – ‘The thing you have heard me say in 

the presence of many witnesses, entrust to 

reliable men who will also be qualified to teach 

others.’ 

8 Know your strengths and weaknesses 2 Cor, chapters 10-13 – ‘I, Paul, who am “timid” 

when face to face with you, but “bold” when away 

…’ 

‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord, for it is not 

one who commends himself who is approved, but 

the one whom the Lord commends …’ 

‘Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the 

faith; test yourselves …’ 

9 Recognise the value of Team Rom 16 – ‘I commend to you Phoebe, a servant of 

the church … Priscilla & Aquila, my fellow workers 

in Christ Jesus … Mary, who worked very hard for 

you … Rufus, chosen in the Lord and his mother, 

who has been a mother to me, too … Timothy, my 

fellow worker … Gaius whose hospitality and the 

whole church here, enjoy …’ 

10 Bold in prayer ‘Pray for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 

words may be given me so that I will fearlessly 

make known the mystery of the Gospel for which 

I am an ambassador … Pray that I would declare 

it fearlessly, as I should.’  (Ephesians 6: 19, 20) 
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As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 13: 5, ‘Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 

yourselves.’  So, on a scale of 1 – 10, with 1 being lowest and 10 being perfection, test yourself and your 

church … 

 The Practicalities of Being 

Bold 

Put your Name here 

______________________ 

Put your Church’s Name here 

_______________________ 

1 Know whose you are, and 

who you are 

  

2 Know the message of the 

gospel 

  

3 Have clear priorities  

 

 

4 Speak up  

 

 

5 Accept and acknowledge 

failure 

  

6 Recognise opportunities and 

rejoice in small or 

unexpected advances 

  

7 Build momentum, pass it on  

 

 

8 Know your strengths and 

weaknesses 

 

 

 

9 Recognise the value of Team  

 

 

10 Bold in Prayer 
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9. The Prayer Experiment, Part 2 – The Debrief 

The focus of the debrief questions, are of course related to the experience over the past two months.  

Each participant was still heartily involved in the experiment, and our time of sharing was very 

encouraging.  

Setting the rather sobering tone for our conversation was one person’s scripture reference, from Ezekiel 

3: 16 – 21 – ‘At the end of seven days the word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, I have made you a 

watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me.  When I say 

to a wicked man, “You will surely die” and you do not warn him or speak out or dissuade him from his 

evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for 

his blood.  But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil 

ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself. 

‘Again when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, and I put a stumbling block 

before him, he will die for his sin.  The righteous things he did will not be remembered, and I will hold you 

accountable for his blood.  But if you do warn the righteous man not to sin and he does not sin, he will 

surely live because he took warning, and you will have saved yourself.” 

a. How has the process been (great, good, ok, not so good) and why? 

 I enjoyed the challenge, and it was a challenge to be praying not just words, but with my whole 
heart; the desire was there for this word to be integrated into me and to become part of the 
answer, response; I was able to appreciate the Father-daughter relationship, sometimes 
tentative, sometimes erratic, sometimes words not necessary.  I became aware that prayer is 
often squeezed out because of daily pressures and routines … 

 It was a good process, I varied the prayer depending on the day and circumstances; last time I 
did this nothing happened, so I wasn’t expecting major changes; I am naturally able to be bold, 
speak out what’s on my mind; included in my prayers that I would have encounters with people 
to whom I could speak boldly; I enjoyed the process, would like to push on with it; I was 
reminded that not all the lost sheep want to be found … 

 It was a good process, it raised the awareness and perception of what was happening around 
me; because of that I was actually quite bold on a number of occasions when I was out and 
about … 

 It was a mixed blessing, especially since I prayed the prayer often at night when I wasn’t able to 
sleep – and all I wanted was to sleep!  I had an interesting conversation with a Jehovah’s 
Witness about salvation; it bothered me if I didn’t pray the prayer, since I had committed to this 
experience … 

 It was a good experience; I found that most days my scripture readings or listening to 
programmes there was a whole lot about speaking out my faith, e.g. ‘And God won’t just give 
you insight for your own life.  He’ll give you wisdom to share with others.’ 

 
b. What have you learned? 

 I re-discovered how important it is to incorporate this prayer into my normal personal worship 
time; I needed to remind myself to not just pray the prayer because I said I would, but with 
purpose and commitment; I recognise that while this isn’t new to me (the process), I need to 
allow the Holy Spirit to undo the fear and help me be bold; I have always had a desire to share 
the gospel, and there are opportunities, but are there opportunities that I haven’t taken … 
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 It has reminded me how much has changed in my lifetime and that one can no longer assume 
people know what you are talking about; it seems there is a need to return to basics, even with 
people who have a knowledge of church … 

 It’s always a reminder of how little I know; I’m not that good at articulating my faith, but I do 
always try to answer questions; I have been much more active in praying with and for people … 

 I’m reminded that it’s important to keep the message simple (KISS – keep it simple stupid); to 
actually get to the point without fancy-footing around … 

 I remember telling the Lord I didn’t know what to say, and his answer was to trust him, that he 
would put his words in my mouth.  God wants me to stand up and speak out … 

 
c. What stories can you share?  Are you prepared to share these stories in church, with family & 

friends, random folk you might meet? 

 Yes, I am prepared to share the stories, where and when appropriate; there have been a 
number of opportunities to share, some are missed opportunities, such as my husband’s brother 
not being well, should I have asked to pray with him – it felt like a missed opportunity; the 
question was raised for me how to share with someone in the family who has asked for me not 
to share with him – it is more likely for me to bold in prayer for him, not a face to face 
conversation, although I am open to this … 

 Yes, I am prepared (and do) share my stories.  It occurred to me that we are often unaware of 
what goes on the other side of the world (analogy – work on one side of the ship, the other side 
has people doing other tasks); we are a body, all part of a team … 

 Yes, I am more aware of the possibilities of sharing my stories, and am prepared to do so.  One 
story was when I was having treatment one day, the lady was telling me about a family 
situation.  I was just getting ready to leave when I thought, maybe I should offer to pray for this 
lady.  I nearly went out the door without saying something, but in the end, I was ‘bold’.  She was 
quite open to me praying, and when I did she burst into tears, it meant a lot to her.  This is 
something I will follow up as the Spirit leads … 

 Yes, I am willing to share my stories.  I was able to talk about a similar experience with a 
neighbour, the death of a child.  The fact that I had my church family around me and how 
valuable that was for me at such a difficult time, opened up opportunities to share with this 
neighbour about faith and family …  

 Yes, I would be happy to share, although I find myself feeling like I am being ‘judged’ by our 
older congregation when I do share.  I think they think I am a bit strange.  It’s that they have not 
had my life, or experienced the wonderful miracles and gifts God has given me; so I don’t think 
they can understand or empathise with what I experience, or why.  I need to get beyond that, 
and this is what God has been showing me – not to be wondering what other people think, but 
to just share anyway.  As for one story, I spent a couple of hours with the lady I am caring for, 
and shared testimonies of life and the wonders of God’s love in my life. 

 
d. What do you sense God doing / saying?  Has he lived up to / surpassed your 

expectations?  Explain … 

 Even if I don’t see anything, I know God has surpassed my expectations because that is who he 
is, and this is an underlying premise.  I know that I desire this boldness, and I am willing to be 
available – it’s also good to be accountable, as we have been in this experiment … 

 God is saying to me to keep at it, not give up now; although I can’t see or know what God is 
doing, I know he is doing something; I am invited into what He is doing, I wish I could see some 
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evidence of it now, but … this experience has lived up to my expectations, and God surpasses 
those! 

 God is doing a work in me – if you don’t expect great things, maybe you’ll never see them; I 
need to keep involved with the prayer and God and what he is doing; it is amazing that he will 
use the weakest disciple … 

 You pray, but you can’t see what God is doing, it’s a faith thing, and sometimes the answers are 
not what you want, or when you want – it’s faith … 
 

e. Would you like to continue the experiment for a further period of time? 
All replied Yes, and we have agreed to the following: 

 To be accountable to one another; 

 To continue our diaries / writing; 

 Share our stories as a part of our worship services; 

 To commit to being in the combined churches’ Prayer Room on the main street at least 
some of the time, during one week late November, and praying for anyone who comes in; 

 Also participate some of the time in the combined churches’ Christmas Lights Tent at 
Maritime Park, share with people over the 3 weeks; 

 Extend this experiment by inviting at least one other to start the process, and be 
accountable as we have been; 

 Meet together again at the end of January 2017. 
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10. Conclusion 

 

Throughout his many books Robert Capon highlights the fact that it is by grace, and grace alone, that we 

are saved, and that rather than being ‘transactional’ as church – reflected in what I mentioned earlier, 

that church programmes seem to have become the story – we need to remind ourselves often that the 

church is ‘sacramental’ and centred in the mystery of God, through Christ and in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.   

‘Nobody isn’t saved: Jesus takes away the sins of the world, not just the cooperative.  The church ceases 

to be an agency selling spiritual snake oil and becomes instead a party cruising the streets of the world 

trying to wake up all the deadheads and wallflowers to the fact that they’re at the bash already.  It 

invites not the world’s cooperation but its faith.  And therefore it is Good News – as nothing else in the 

world can ever be.  The church is not catholic because it has everybody inside itself: it never has been and 

it never will.  The church is catholic because it’s the sacrament of a catholic Jesus – of a Redeemer who 

already has everybody inside himself and who asks us only to trust him.15 

Earlier I noted that the disciples were both witnesses and witnessed to this fact.  It is, I believe our time 

to be witnesses to what God has done in us – know what we believe, and why – and to witness to others 

about faith in Jesus Christ – this is the Good News.  Here’s the thing for me … if we are truly convinced 

that God sent his son who died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and if we are truly convinced 

that we find forgiveness and grace through Jesus Christ, and if we are truly convinced that through him 

we are saved and have eternal hope and life – why aren’t we standing up and being seen?  Why isn’t our 

voice heard more clearly, why is it so muddled, and politically correct, molded to meet societies’ 

demands rather than God’s command?  This is a reminder to me personally, and a call to the wider 

church, to be bold, counter-cultural, politically incorrect, sometimes offensive, and maybe even 

rejected.  That said, there’s something about being obedient that outstrips these other descriptions! 

I watched our recent local elections, followed by the convoluted election process in the US, and all 

people standing for election seemed to be convinced of what they were doing, what they believed, how 

they could help, and why.  These folk weren’t afraid of ridicule, or what the media said, or even if they 

failed.  They were prepared to give it a go.  I suspect we are either not convinced of God’s love, mercy 

and grace for all, or too afraid of what people might say.  Like Wesley I suspect we have a fair, summer 

religion. 

In conversation with many folk over the years I have heard comments like, ‘It’s not my gifting; or I’m not 

an extrovert, or I don’t know what to say …’  These comments are quite probably true.  But I am 

reminded of Peter’s words, ’Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect …’ (1 Peter 3: 15) 

Or indeed, the various comments mentioned in the previous paragraph may just be a default position 

where we can remain comfortable.  After all, we do come to worship on Sundays, study scripture, serve 

and minister in his name.  But I am reasonably convinced we are avoiding a major part of the call on our 

lives, that is, to Go and share the Good News, and make disciples wherever we are … 
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Usually about this time of the year our leadership team begins praying and planning for the upcoming 

year, what the priorities might be, and how we can be active in our faith.  It’s important to take into 

account our people, their giftings, energy levels and availability.  It’s also important to respect traditions, 

programmes and activities that already exist and which have their place in our church life.  This year I 

am going to be bold with my leaders, knowing that some will not feel comfortable with my hope that 

the Good News is more intentionally integrated into all that we plan on doing.   

I am encouraged by the Prayer Experiment and the fact that each participant is keen to continue.  I hope 

this prayer, and by extension our response, will mean that we are increasingly fearless and we can 

become bold in our faith by the grace of God. 

‘Enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.’  (Acts 4: 29b) 

‘Pray for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 

known the mystery of the Gospel for which I am an ambassador … Pray that I would declare it 

fearlessly, as I should.’  (Ephesians 6: 19, 20) 

May this be your prayer as it is mine. 

Heather Simpson 

November 2016   
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